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SUBJECT: 35TH SESSION FAO SUB GROUP ON COCOA STATISTICS 
REF: (A) DEPARTMENT'S 83813; (B) LONDON 4996 

1. WHILE DEPARTMENT WELCOMES ICO’S INDICATION (REFTEL A) 
THAT IT WILL BEGIN TO PUBLISH COCOA STATISTICS OCTOBER 1, 

THIS DOES NOT ALTER U.S. POSITION ON FUTURE OF SUB-GROUP 
AS EXPRESSED REFTEL A. U.S. HAS INDICATED REPEATEDLY THAT 
SUB-GROUP SHOULD CONTINUE ITS REPORTING ON COCOA STATIS- 
TICS UNTIL QUALITY AND AVAILABILITY OF ICO REPORTING CLEARLY 
ESTABLISHED AND ACCEPTABLE. 

2. FYI. THERE MAY BE SOME ATTEMPT TO HAVE THE SUB-GROUP 
SUSPEND IMMEDIATELY ITS STATISTICAL REPORTING FUNCTION, 
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EITHER ON A TEMPORARY OR LONG-TERM BASIS. THE U.S. DOES 
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NOT WANT TO RISK THE POSSIBILITY OF INADEQUATE COCOA 
STATISTICS REPORTING FOR ANY PERIOD OF TIME AND THUS U.S. 
DELEGATION SHOULD OPPOSE SUCH EFFORTS. END FYI. RUSH 
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